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ABSTRACT

Sugar beet (Beta vulgaris L.) is an agricultural crop with a high sucrose content in the root. Its specific 
properties make it an essential crop for the sugar processing industry—the response of sugar beet cv. 
‘Sonja’ to different rates of animal manure and foliar application of micronutrients was explored. Animal 
manure was applied at six rates, whereas micronutrients (Fe, Zn, B, and Mn) were foliar applied at five 
levels and no micronutrients (control). The evaluated traits included gross sugar percentage, Na, K, 
and N contents of tubers, alkalinity, sugar extraction coefficient, root yield, pure sugar percentage, and 
molasses. The results showed that the maximum gross sugar of 18.59% and pure sugar of 16.22% were 
obtained in plots treated with 40 t ha-1 manure that was subjected to the foliar application of B. Also, 
foliar application of micronutrients (Mn, Zn, and B) under 40 t ha-1 manure by reducing the amount of 
Na and amino-N content of the sugar beet roots improved the quantitative and qualitative characteristics. 
The application of manure enhanced root yield, white sugar yield, and sugar yield by 31, 35, and 38%, 
respectively, compared to the no-manure treatment. The highest root yield of 63.96 t ha-1, white sugar 
yield of 11.24 t ha-1 and sugar yield of 9.28 t ha-1 was obtained from Mn application. The results revealed 
that the foliar application of micronutrients accompanied by animal manure application could maintain 
soil fertility and improve the quantitative and qualitative traits of sugar beet.

HIGHLIGHTS

mm Sugar beet is an essential crop agricultural crop cultivated mainly for its high sucrose content root.
mm Animal manure and foliar application of micronutrients improved both soil fertility and improved 
the quantitative and qualitative traits of sugar beet.

mm The highest gross and pure sugar contents were obtained in plots treated with 40 t ha-1 of manure 
and that were subjected to foliar application.
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Most parts of Iran have an arid and semi-arid 
climate. In these regions, fewer crop residuals 
are returned to soils due to their low vegetation 
biomass. Consequently, the soils in these regions are 
poor in organic matter. An excellent way to improve 
soil fertility in arid and semi-arid regions is to apply 
organic fertilizers to help accomplish production 
stability (Tarkalson et al. 2018; Maitra and Gitari 
2020). Organic fertilizers are safe products and 
appropriate natural resources to protect and restore 
soil fertility so that they supply soil organic matter 
and nutrient requirements of plants (Rahimi et al. 
2019; Faridvand et al. 2021).
Furthermore, most soils in Iran have undesirable 
physical and chemical properties due to the lack 
or shortage of organic matter. This is partially 
responsible for the inadequate growth of plants 
and their low yields (Abou-Hussein et al. 2003; 
Abdel-Lateef, 2018). Another limiting factor is the 
undesirable soil structure in these regions. The soils 
are crusted or agglomerated by water absorption or 
loss, which may induce seed dormancy, hindering 
their growth. Hence, it is imperative to apply 
organic fertilizers, including manure, to increase 
or at least maintain soil fertility and enhance yields 
(Rahimi et al. 2019, 2021; Habib, 2021). Manures not 
only increase soil organic matter but also improve 
soil water retention and biological properties 
such as microbial biomass, soil respiration, and 
the activity of such enzymes as acid phosphatase, 
protease, and dehydrogenase. In addition, soils 
that are applied with manure have more active and 
more affluent microbial communities and exhibit 
higher P, K, Ca, Mg, and N availability than soils 
treated with inorganic fertilizers (Jabeen et al. 2018; 
Dlamini et al. 2020). By reducing soil alkalinity and 
helping preserve soil moisture, organic fertilizers are 
effectively involved in extending the root system 
and thereby increasing the uptake of water and 
nutrients by plants (Azizi et al. 2010; Nyawade et 
al. 2021; Seleiman et al. 2021).
Foliar application of micronutrients is one of 
the fastest ways to meet fertilizer demand. The 
advantages of this method do not confine to saving 
in fertilizer use and its positive economic aspect, 
but the environment is protected against chemical 
contamination too, which is very important for 
the accomplishment of sustainable agriculture 
(Hassanpouraghdam et al. 2020). Not only should 

nutrients be in forms that can readily be available 
to plants, but there should also be a balance in their 
quantities (Abd El-Mageed et al. 2021; Mugo et al. 
2021). The arable lands of Iran are suffering from 
a severe shortage of micronutrients, mainly Fe and 
Zn, for different reasons such as their high lime 
content, bicarbonate content of irrigation water, low 
organic matter content, and excessive application 
of phosphate-containing fertilizers (Mekdad and 
Shaaban, 2020). Given these limiting factors of 
soils in Iran, foliar application of micronutrients 
is preferred to their soil incorporation for rapidly 
coping with the shortage of nutrients (Armin and 
Asgharipour, 2012; Hefny and Said, 2021).
Micronutrients are applied to plants in very low 
dosages, but they are crucial in improving their 
growth and production. These elements are key 
for cell differentiation, cell growth, and cell wall 
integrity and induce resistance to pests and diseases 
in most cases (Zewail et al. 2020). The deficiency 
of these elements may sometimes limit the uptake 
of other nutrients and plant growth (Abbas et 
al. 2014). Fe is involved in cytochrome structure, 
redox operation, and chlorophyll synthesis. Zn 
is an essential element for vital enzymes and 
growth regulators. Zn deficiency may impair plant 
yield by adversely influencing auxin biosynthesis 
(Bybordi and Mamedov, 2010). The low solubility 
of these elements in limy pH, bicarbonate content 
of irrigation water, and high P application are 
prevailing. In some crops, plant needs vary with 
the environmental conditions. Soil nutrient contents 
may not suffice to meet crop needs. Indeed, most 
trace elements, including Fe and Mn, are quickly 
fixed in soils with alkaline pH, and some, like Ca, 
Mg, and Mn, are not readily transferred to leaves 
(Mekdad and Rady, 2016).
Therefore, the foliar application of these elements 
can contribute to solving these problems. Foliar 
application of nutrients can increase crop yield and 
quality and reduce the need for soil incorporation of 
fertilizers, so a significant increase has been reported 
in sugar beet root yield as the result of the foliar 
application of nutrients (Mekdad and Shaaban, 
2020). Sugar beet (Beta vulgaris L.) is an important 
crop whose production should be developed since 
it is one of the significant sources of sugar. Various 
factors are influential in the quantity and quality of 
sugar beet root yield, including cultivar, planting 
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arrangement, climate type, appropriate sowing 
time, soil fertility, and plant feeding, especially 
fertilization type, dosage, and timing. Sugar is the 
main product of sugar beet and is a significant 
source to meet the energy demand of people. Some 
byproducts of sugar beet are molasses and pulp, 
which are widely used to feed animals (Asadi, 2006). 
Western Azerbaijan province is one of the leading 
sugar beet-producing regions of Iran that accounts 
for 60 percent of the sugar in the country, along 
with Khorasan province.
The present study aimed to explore the impact of 
the foliar application of selected micronutrients (Fe, 
Zn, B, and Mn) and manure on quantitative and 
qualitative traits of sugar beet under the climatic 
conditions of Naqadeh, Iran.

MATERIALS AND METHODS
Experiment Design: The study was carried out 
as a factorial experiment based on a Randomized 
Complete Block Design with three replications 
in the research farm of Naqadeh Sugar Factory 
(Long. 45°24’ E., Lat. 36°57’ N., Alt. 1328 m) in the 
2012-2013 growing season. Before the initiation of 
the experiment, the soil was randomly sampled 
to determine its physicochemical properties. The 
results are presented in Table 1.
Six rates of cow manure (0, 10, 20, 30, 40, and 50 
t ha-1) constituted the first factor, and five rates 
of foliar application of micronutrients (Fe, Zn, B, 
and Mn) and no foliar application constituted the 
second factor. Some chemical parameters of the 
cow manure were measured before use (Table 2). 
The experimental plots were in the form of ridge 
and furrow. They were composed of eight 4-m-long 
planting rows with an inter-row spacing of 50 cm 
and on-row spacing of 25 cm. After the plots were 
prepared, the seeds were sown by wet planting 
on ridges in early April of 2013. The seeds, which 
were supplied by the Naqadeh Sugar Factory, 
were for cv. ‘Sonja’ with 98% viability and 99% 
purity. The application of manure commenced 
in mid-February of 2013 as per the experimental 
design. Foliar application of micronutrients was 
performed at the 6-8-leaf and 10-12-leaf stages in the 
early morning. As per the recommendation of the 
manufacturing company (Kavian Toos Mashhad), 
the micronutrients were applied at the rates of 1, 
1, and 2 L ha-1 and 3 kg ha-1 for Fe, Zn, B, and Mn, 

respectively.
The thinning operation was performed at the 2-4-
leaf stage. The weeds were controlled manually 
throughout the growing period. The first irrigation 
was performed immediately after sowing, and the 
subsequent irrigations were carried out at 7-day 
intervals.
Determination of sugar beet root qualitative 
traits: The plants were harvested in mid-November 
after removing the marginal effect. Then, a 15-kg 
sample from each plot was sent to a laboratory 
to determine their sugar, N, K, and Na contents. 
After the roots were detached from the shoots 
and were thoroughly rinsed, they were placed in 
a sampling device to prepare root pulp. Then, the 
roots were decomposed, and their qualitative traits 
were measured with a breathalyzer (the model 
D-2016) and a flame-photometer (Reinefeld et al. 
1974). Molasses percentage was calculated by Eq. 
(1) (Dutton and Bowler, 1984).

%MS = 0.17K + 0.13Na + 0.215 (α – amino –N)	 …(1)

MS represents molasses, K denotes potassium, Na 
shows sodium, and α-amino-N represents nitrogen. 
K, Na, and α-amino-N contents of sugar beet roots 
were in meq per 100 g of the root. Pure sugar 
percentage, or extractable sugar percentage, was 
calculated by gross sugar percent minus molasses 
percentage as represented by Eq. (2) (Asadi, 2006):

%WSC = %SC – %MS 	 …(2)

WSC is the white sugar content, SC is sugar content, 
and MS is molasses content.
The gross sugar percentage (sugar content) is 
composed of extractable sugar content and the 
sugar content of molasses. To measure the quality 
parameters of the roots, root pulp and lead 
subacetate were mixed with the ratio of 26 g pulp 
+ 177.7 cm3 lead subacetate with an automatic 
mixer. Then, it was infiltrated through a filter paper 
(Whatman 42), its extract was separated, and it was 
determined by polarimetry (Clarke et al. 1991).
The alkalinity coefficient of the samples was 
calculated based on the Polak Equation by Eq. (3) 
(Asadi, 2006).
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Potassium Sodium
Alkalinity

Nitrogen

+= 	 …(3)

The Na and K contents of the root pulp sample 
were recorded by a flame photometer. Also, the 
α-amino-N content was measured by a Cooper 
reagent and a betalyzer (Flavy and Vukou, 1977).
Data Processing: Data were analyzed by the SAS 
9.1 software package, and means were compared by 
Duncan’s multiple range test at the P < 0.05 level.

RESULTS
Root yield: According to the results of variance 
analysis, the impact of different amounts of animal 
manure and foliar application of micronutrients was 
significant (P < 0.01) on root yield (Table 3). Means 
comparison indicated that the highest root yield 
of 69.71 t  ha-1 was obtained from the application 
of 50 t ha-1 animal manure. In contrast, the control 
(without the application of animal manure) 
exhibited a root yield of 47.98 t ha-1 (Table 4).
According to the results of means comparison, the 
maximum root yield of sugar beet (63.96 t ha-1) was 
observed in plants treated with Mn, which did not 
differ significantly from the application of Zn. The 
lowest root yield of 50.56 t ha-1 was obtained from 
the control treatment (Table 5).
Gross sugar percentage: The analysis of data 
variance showed that the interaction of animal 
manure application and foliar application of 
micronutrients caused significant differences 
in gross sugar percentage (P < 0.01) (Table 3). 
According to the results, gross sugar percentage 
was increased with the increase in the application 
of animal manure amounts in plants treated with 
micronutrients, so that the highest gross sugar 
percentage of 18.59 was observed in plants sprayed 
with B that were treated with 40 t ha-1 manure and 
the lowest was 16.06 percentage observed in the 
control (without the application of animal manure) 
plants but not sprayed with micronutrients (Table 
6).

Pure sugar percentage: The interaction between 
animal manure application and foliar application 
of micronutrients was significant for pure sugar 
percentage (Table 3). T=he highest pure sugar 
percentage of 16.22 was observed in plants sprayed 
with B that were treated with 40 t ha-1 animal 
manure, and the lowest was 12.58 percent was 
related to the plants treated in the control plants (not 
treated with animal manure and micronutrients) 
(Table 6).
White sugar yield: Different amounts of animal 
manure and micronutrients influenced white sugar 
yield significantly (P < 0.01) (Table 3). The highest 
white sugar yield of 12.16 t ha-1 was obtained from 
the application of 50 t ha-1 animal manure. The 
animal manure amounts of 30 and 40 t ha-1 did not 
differ significantly in the white sugar yield. The 
lowest white sugar yield of 7.91 t ha-1 was obtained 
from the control (Table 4). In the treatment of foliar 
application with micronutrients, the maximum 
white sugar yield of 11.24 t ha-1 was obtained from 
Mn-treated plants, which the lowest white sugar 
yield of 8.73 t ha-1 was found in control plants 
(Table 5).
Sugar yield: According to the results of variance 
analysis (Table 3), different levels of animal 
manure and micronutrients influenced sugar yield 
significantly (P < 0.01). The means comparison 
revealed that the application of animal manure 
increased sugar yield so that the highest and lowest 
sugar yield of 10.20 and 6.35 t ha-1 was obtained 
from the treatment of 50 t ha-1 animal manure and 
control plant (no animal manure), respectively 
(Table 4). In the treatment of foliar application with 
micronutrients, the maximum sugar yield of 9.28 t 
ha-1 was obtained from Mn-treated plants, which did 
not differ significantly from the application of Zn. 
The lowest sugar yield of 7.15 t ha-1 was observed 
in control plants (Table 5).
Alkalinity index: Alkalinity was significantly 
(P<0.01) influenced by simple effects of animal 
manure and foliar application of micronutrients 
(Table 3). So the highest alkalinity index of 3.68 

Table 1: Some of the physicochemical properties of the soil from the study site

EC pH
Texture

Clay Silt Sand CCE SP N OC Mn B Zn Fe K P
dSm-1 % mg kg-1

7.81 0.72 Clay loam 39 43 18 23 55 0.06 0.7 11.5 0.3 1 9.1 397 9.1
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was observed in the treatment of 50 t ha-1 animal 
manure. However, it did not show a significant 
difference with other amounts of animal manure 
application. But the lowest one (2.14%) was obtained 
for the plants not treated with animal manure (Table 
4). According to the comparison of the means, the 
maximum Alkalinity index of 3.93% was obtained 
from sprayed plants with Mn, which did not differ 
significantly from the foliar spraying of Zn and B. 
The lowest alkalinity index of 2.39% was observed 
in non-sprayed plants (control) (Table 5).
Molasses: Molasses was influenced by the 
interaction effect between the foliar application 
of micronutrients and animal manure application 
(Table 3). the foliar application of micronutrients 
caused a decrease in molasses by increasing the 
application of animal manure amounts. The highest 
molasses content was 3.48% (Table 6), which was 

observed in the control plants (not treated with 
animal manure and micronutrients). The lowest one 
(2.37%) was observed in sprayed plants with B that 
were treated with 40 t ha-1 animal manure (Table 6).
Sugar extraction coefficient: The interaction effect 
of experimental treatments (micronutrients × 
animal manure) on the sugar extract coefficient 
was significant (Table 3). The highest coefficient of 
sugar extract (87.24%) was related to the treatment 
of 40 t ha-1 animal manure that was sprayed with B. 
While the lowest one (78.30%) was obtained from 
the control plants (not treated with animal manure 
and micronutrients) (Table 6).
Nitrogen: The simple effect of the different amounts 
of animal manure was significant (P < 0.01) for the 
α-amino-N content of the sugar beetroots (Table 
3). Means comparison revealed that the increase in 

Table 2: Some chemical properties of manure used in this study

EC pH Mn B Zn Fe K P N OC
dSm-1 mg kg-1 %
8.94 7.57 98.76 1.87 67.84 380.23 1.1 1.14 1.69 38.43

Table 3: Analysis of variance for some quality and quantity characteristics of sugar beet as affected by animal 
manure application and foliar application of micronutrients

Source of 
variation df Root 

yield
Gross 
sugar

Pure 
sugar

White 
sugar yield

Sugar 
yield Alkalinity Molasses

The 
extraction 
coefficient

α-amino-N K+ Na+

Replication 2 42.93 0.43 1.01 2.40 2.42 0.67 0.12 6.79 0.03 0.26 0.13
Manure (M) 5 888.97** 2.64** 5. 26** 35.07** 29.17** 4.81** 0.51** 32.05** 1.07* 19.72** 1.01*

Foliar (F) 4 537.77** 1.88** 2.04** 16.40** 11.98** 6.18** 0.11ns 6.13* 0.41ns 2.65** 0.19ns

M * F 20 19.68ns 0.24** 0.40* 0.63ns 0.48** 1.54ns 0.16** 5.56** 0.40ns 0.26ns 0.50ns

Error 58 12.15 0.009 0.07 0.39 0.28 1.29 0.06 2.21 0.41 0.23 0.35
C.V (%) 5.91 0.55 1.90 6.12 6.22 31.86 8.61 1.80 29.99 11.92 27.89

*, ** and ns, Significant at 5% and 1% levels of probability, non-significant, respectively.

Table 4: Mean comparisons of the effect of animal manure application on some quality and quantity 
characteristics of sugar beet

Manure Root yield  
(Ton ha-1)

White sugar 
yield (Ton ha-1)

Sugar yield 
(Ton ha-1)

Alkalinity  
(%)

α-amino-N 
(meq)

Potassium 
(meq)

Sodium root 
(meq)

0 47.98±4.19 7.91±0.81 6.35±0.72 2.14±1.16 1.67±0.61 2.04±0.51 1.74±0.32
10 55.42±3.98 9.34±0.78 7.62±0.66 3.18±1.07 1.75±0.51 3.73±0.47 1.84±0.31
20 58.79±2.77 9.93±0.52 8.18±0.42 3.46±0.82 1.75±0.39 4.03±0.50 1.91±0.47
30 65.51±3.08 11.29±0.45 9.40±0.50 3.68±0.93 2.03±0.38 4.29±0.31 1.89±0.54
40 62.15±2.51 11.00±0.60 9.23±0.41 3.61±1.18 2.22±0.51 4.73±0.35 2.21±0.58
50 69.71±2.84 12.16±0.54 10.20±0.47 3.40±1.25 2.27±0.55 5.43±0.51 2.46±0.54

The means with common letters have no significant difference according to Duncan’s multiple range test (P≤0.05).
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the animal manure amounts was accompanied by 
the increased content of α-amino-N in the roots so 
that the maximum N accumulation was 2.27 meq 
per 100 g observed in plants treated with 50 t ha-1 
animal manure, but the lowest one (1.67 meq per 100 

g) was observed in plants not treated with animal 
manure (Table 4).
Potassium: The analysis of variance showed that K 
accumulation in the roots was influenced by animal 
manure and micronutrients (Table 3). The highest 

Table 5: Mean comparisons of the effect of foliar application of micronutrients on some quality and quantity 
characteristics of sugar beet

Micronutrients Root yield  
(Ton ha-1)

White sugar yield 
(Ton ha-1)

Sugar yield  
(Ton ha-1) Alkalinity Potassium  

(meq)
B 56.81±4.31 10.18±0.83 8.48±0.72 3.41±0.96 4.14±0.35
Fe 60.07±3.49 10.39±0.66 8.61± 0.56 2.98±0.94 4.02±0.27
Zn 63.22±2.99 10.81±0.51 8.96±0.35 3.51±1.14 4.15±0.38
Mn 63.96±2.67 11.24±0.50 9.28±0.44 3.93±1.23 4.47±0.54
Control 50.56±2.71 8.73±0.46 7.15±0.43 2.39±0.56 3.42±0.36

The means with common letters have no significant difference according to Duncan’s multiple range test (P≤0.05).

Table 6: Mean comparisons of some quality and quantity characteristics of sugar beet as affected by animal 
manure application and foliar application of micronutrients

Manure Micronutrients The percentage of 
gross sugar

The percentage 
pure sugar Molasses (%) The extraction  

coefficient (%)
B 17.78±0.11 14.34±0.20 3.44±0.09 80.62±1.22
Fe 17.12±0.14 13.89±0.19 3.22±0.18 81.24±0.57

0 Zn 16.68±0.21 13.47±0.34 3.21±0.08 80.73±0.64
Mn 16.44±0.08 13.18±0.11 3.26±0.13 80.15±0.64
Control 16.06±0.06 12.58±0.02 3.48±0.04 78.30±0.16
B 17.56±0.11 14.27±0.20 3.29±0.09 81.24±0.64
Fe 17.07±0.02 14.05±0.32 3.01±0.31 82.34±1.80

10 Zn 17.15±0.02 13.76±0.04 3.29±0.03 80.50±0.19
Mn 17.21±0.05 14.29±0.50 2.92±0.52 83.00±2.99
Control 16.89±0.02 13.59±0.11 3.39±0.13 80.24±0.73
B 17.55±0.10 14.80±0.36 2.74±0.28 84.34±1.01
Fe 17.28±0.12 14.30±0.27 2.98±0.38 82.75±2.08

20 Zn 16.95±0.11 13.79±0.24 3.11±0.08 81.94±0.87
Mn 17.33±0.04 14.18±0.12 3.14±0.08 81.94±0.51
Control 16.85±0.11 13.74±0.15 3.15±0.13 81.15±0.52
B 17.91±0.37 14.74±0.52 3.17±0.27 82.28±1.65
Fe 17.07±0.07 14.37±0.12 2.70±0.40 84.17±2.36

30 Zn 17.50±0.20 14.82±0.18 2.68±0.05 81.52±0.91
Mn 17.98±0.18 14.75±0.61 3.23±0.49 82.02±2.80
Control 17.06±0.16 14.22±0.44 2.84±0.17 81.39±0.23
B 18.59±0.09 16.22±0.22 2.37±0.28 87.24±1.44
Fe 17.92±0.21 14.87±0.42 3.05±0.22 82.94±1.39

40 Zn 17.83±0.07 14.98±0.16 2.85±0.14 83.98±0.74
Mn 18.04±0.13 14.83±0.43 3.21±0.40 82.19±3.46
Control 17.57±0.17 14.64±0.66 2.93±0.61 83.29±2.21
B 18.00±0.37 14.99±0.42 3.00±0.06 83.29±0.95
Fe 17.66±0.17 14.53±0.26 3.01±0.17 82.59±0.64

50 Zn 17.42±0.07 14.69±0.20 2.72±0.42 84.34±2.45
Mn 18.09±0.17 15.41±0.07 2.68±0.11 85.17±0.47
Control 17.30±0.160 14.29±0.48 3.13±0.14 82.27±0.89

The means with common letters have no significant difference according to Duncan’s multiple range test (P≤0.05).
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K (5.43 meq per 100 g) was obtained from the 
application of 50 t ha-1 animal manure. The lowest 
K (2.04 meq per 100 g) was observed from control 
plants (Table 4). According to the mean comparison 
of micronutrient foliar, the maximum K of 4.47 meq 
per 100 g was obtained from sprayed plants with 
Mn. The lowest K of 3.42 meq per 100 g was related 
to the control plants (Table 5).
Sodium: The Na content of sugar beet roots 
was only influenced by the simple effects of the 
application of animal manure treatment (Table 3). 
Given the results of the comparison of the mean, 
the maximum Na accumulation rate of 2.46 meq 
per 100 g was observed in the roots of plants treated 
with 50 t ha-1 animal manure, which did not differ 
significantly from the application of 40 t ha-1. In 
contrast, the minimum Na accumulation of 1.7 meq 
per 100 g was found in the application of animal 
manure (Table 4).

DISCUSSION
It has been shown that the application of animal 
manure contributes to the gradual release of N 
to sugar beets so that N is supplied to the plants 
during the growth period by the decomposition 
and mineralization of the manure and improves 
root yield (Zengin et al. 2009; Nadeeka and Seran, 
2020). Furthermore, it has been reported that the 
application of animal manure can enhance the 
growth and yield of sugar beets by stimulating 
germination and increasing the uptake of water and 
nutrients (Jabeen et al. 2018). The improving impact 
of Mn and Zn on root yield can be attributed to the 
impact of these nutrients on increasing enzymatic 
activity and enhancing the productivity of metabolic 
activities. The impact of Mn, Zn, and Fe application 
on the improvement of chlorophyll content, dry 
matter, and net photosynthesis of sugar beets has 
been reported by other researchers (Gharib and 
El-Henawy, 2011; Mekdad and El-Sherif, 2016). The 
foliar application improves the potential of leaves 
to absorb Zn and Mn and contributes to increasing 
pigments and photosynthesis capacity of the plants 
(Mekdad and El-Sherif, 2016). This can be effective 
in yield improvement.
It has been reported that the application of animal 
manure increased gross sugar percentage and its 
difference was significant with the control plants 
not treated with manure (Maharjan and Hergert, 

2019). Probably due to the gradual release of 
nutrients in manure-treated plots and its uptake 
by sugar beet plants in periods that their need for 
this nutrient is increased (Lehrsch et al. 2014); this, 
in turn, increases sugar percentage. On the other 
hand, it seems that animal manure application 
stimulates vegetative growth in the late vegetative 
period. This increases sugar association resulting in 
the enhancement of gross sugar content (Nadeeka 
and Seran, 2020). In the micronutrient treatments, 
the B-containing fertilizers might have been able 
to activate some enzymatic systems and metabolic 
activities, which increased the generation of 
energy and carbohydrates and developed leaf area, 
eventually leading to the higher sugar content beets 
(Zewail et al. 2020). Mekdad and Shaaban (2020) 
reported that micronutrients played a critical role 
in the metabolism of carbohydrates, the regulation 
of cell metabolism, and the mobilization of sugar 
compounds, which improved sugar percentage.
Increased nutrient uptake in different treatments 
of animal manure and foliar application of 
micronutrients might be responsible for the 
enhancement of pure sugar percentage because 
it has been established that there is a positive 
correlation between nutrient uptake and its sugar 
content (Lehrsch et al. 2014; Zewail et al. 2020). It has 
been reported that the increase in animal manure 
rate increases nutrient uptake, finally resulting in 
the enhancement of pure sugar percentage of sugar 
beets (Maharjan and Hergert, 2019). Boron plays a 
significant role in vital activities of plants, e.g., cell 
division in system tissues, the formation of leaf and 
flower buds, the metabolism and translocation of 
sugars and hydrocarbon-containing compounds, the 
regulation of water, and its conductivity in plants 
(Armin and Asgharipour, 2012). Thus, this may 
increase photosynthesis capacity, and the allocation 
of more assimilates to the metabolism of sugar 
synthesis in plants like sugar beets (Shiemshi, 2007; 
Zewail et al. 2020; Nasar et al. 2021).
By the gradual release of nutrients and the 
improvement of aeration, the application of 
decayed animal manure improves some physical 
and chemical properties of soil, including its 
texture, and allows the penetration and further 
growth of roots and better uptake of nutrients by 
them (Lehrsch et al. 2014; Maharjan and Hergert, 
2019). It has been reported that animal manures can 
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enhance the solubility and absorbability of micro 
and macronutrients in soils (Lehrsch et al. 2014).
The impact of Mn and Zn in improving white 
sugar yield can be attributed to their influence on 
increasing enzymatic activity resulting increase in 
the productivity of metabolic activities (El-Mageed 
et al. 2021). As a result, this improves white sugar 
yield owing to the increase in root growth and 
yield. Since sugar yield is a function of root yield 
and pure sugar percentage, the application of 
manure increases sugar yield by enhancing root 
yield (Maharjan and Hergert, 2019). Accordingly, 
the application of Zn- and Mn-containing fertilizers 
is likely to activate some enzymatic systems 
and metabolic activities, thereby increasing the 
production of energy and carbohydrates and leaf 
area, which eventually lead to higher sugar yield 
(El-Mageed et al. 2021).
Since the alkalinity index is Na and K quantity 
divided by α-amino-N, it is influenced by N content 
negatively and by K content positively (Asadi, 2006). 
Zengin et al. (2009) reported that the application 
of animal manure was related to the increase in 
α-amino-N of the roots so that the lowest α-amino-N 
content and alkalinity index were obtained from 
the plants not treated with animal manure. Zewail 
et al. (2020) state that micronutrients are involved 
in regulating plant water content and increasing 
sugar content. Also, the presence of Zn in auxin 
contributes to vegetative growth, photosynthesis, 
and assimilation significantly. In addition, the Fe 
content of chlorophyll increases the sugar content 
of roots by influencing photosynthesis rate, CO2 
fixation, and the synthesis of starch and sugar and 
their storage in the roots (El-Mageed et al. 2021).
It has been reported that exposure to macronutrients 
and micronutrient deficiency results in the decline 
of photosynthesis pigments and leaf chlorophyll 
content (Amin et al. 2013). Accordingly, the decline 
of nutrient consumption due to the lack of foliar 
application entails the decline of photosynthesis 
rate, CO2 fixation rate per leaf unit area, and 
consequently, the storage of starch and sugar in 
leaves and roots. In these conditions, the molasses 
content of roots or root pulp increases (El-Mageed 
et al. 2021).
The coefficient of sugar extraction depends on 
the Na, K, and N contents of roots. Thus, its 

escalation requires increasing root sugar content and 
decreasing the amounts of Na, K, and α-amino-N 
(versus sucrose percent) (Maharjan and Hergert, 
2019). This implies a high potential of leaves for this 
nutrient uptake and its use in increasing pigments 
and plant photosynthesis. The foliar application 
of micronutrients extended the green cover area, 
so growth was improved, and water translocation 
to phloem was facilitated (Zewail et al. 2020). The 
application of Zn and Mn-containing fertilizers can 
enhance the generation of energy, the synthesis of 
proteins and carbohydrates, and the development 
of leaf areas by activating enzymatic systems 
and metabolic activities (El-Mageed et al. 2021). 
Micronutrients are involved in increasing sugar 
content by participating in enzymatic reactions, 
membrane integrity and performance, metabolism 
of different compounds, mobilization of sugars, 
synthesis of pyrimidine bases and flavonoids, cell 
division in meristem tissues, and regulation of water 
and its conductivity in cells (El-Mageed et al. 2021). 
In these conditions, the sucrose ratio was increased, 
resulting in a higher sugar extraction coefficient.
It has been reported that animal manure can 
increase the α-amino-N content of sugar beetroots 
(Maharjan and Hergert, 2019). It is noteworthy that 
as long as soils have high N content, higher rates of 
manure make soil N available for plants, increasing 
the N content of their roots (Nadeeka and Seran, 
2020). Animal manure improves soil structure and 
aeration on the one hand and facilitates the growth 
and development of root systems by warming soils, 
possibly resulting in a higher likelihood of N uptake 
(Dlamini et al. 2020). Animal manure, by improving 
soil physicochemical structure facilitates the 
growth and development of root systems, thereby 
increasing nutrient uptake by plants (Maharjan 
and Hergert, 2019). Amin et al. (2013) reported 
that micronutrients affected the metabolism of 
carbohydrates, thereby increasing sugar, starch, 
and dry matter contents so that micronutrients 
application reduced the accumulation of nitrates 
in sugar beetroots in addition to enhancing their 
yield and improving their quality (Mekki, 2014). 
Maharjan and Hergert (2019) reported that excessive 
application of animal manure increased N, K, and 
Na contents, which may be associated with the 
high mineral contents of animal manure. Manures 
gradually release various nutrients and hinder 



Yield and Quality Traits of Field-grown Sugar Beet (Beta vulgaris L.) in Response to Foliar...

111Print ISSN : 2347-9655 Online ISSN : 2454-9541

ASSOCIATION FOR AGRICULTURE
ENVIRONMENT AND BIOTECHNOLOGY

A A

E B

their loss by leaching so that their uptake by plants 
is increased (Habib, 2021). This may be partially 
responsible for the increase in root impurities. Thus, 
the application of animal manure in low amounts 
may be considered a mechanism for improving root 
growth and the increased storage of sugars in sugar 
beetroots (Maharjan and Hergert, 2019; Mamyandi 
et al. 2012).

CONCLUSION
Overall, the results showed that the integrated 
application of animal manure and micronutrients in 
a sustainable agriculture systemcould improve the 
quantitative and qualitative traits of sugar beetroots. 
The maximum gross and pure sugar percentage 
were obtained from the treatment of 40 t ha-1 animal 
manure that was subjected to foliar application of 
B. In addition to the enhancement of root sugar 
yield with the increase in animal manure amounts, 
root yield was increased so that the final result was 
the increase in the economic value of sugar beet. 
Also, foliar application of micronutrients (Mn, Zn, 
and B) under 40 t ha-1 manure by reducing the 
amount of Na and N sugar beetroot improved the 
quantitative and qualitative characteristics. So that 
animal manure application and foliar application of 
micronutrients, along with the goals of sustainable 
agriculture, can offset nutrient deficiencies, maintain 
soil fertility and sustainable crop production, and 
finally, inhibit environmental pollution.

REFERENCES
1.	 Abbas, M.S., Dewdar, M.D.H., Gaber, E.I. and Abd El-

Aleem, H.A. 2014. Impact of Boron Foliar Application 
on quantity and quality Traits of Sugar Beet (Beta vulgaris 
L.) in Egypt. Res. J. Pharm. Biol. Chem. Sci., 5(5): 143–151.

2.	 Abd El-Mageed, T.A., Rady, M.O., Semida, W.M., Shaaban, 
A. and Mekdad, A.A. 2021. Exogenous micronutrients 
modulate morpho-physiological attributes, yield, and 
sugar quality in two salt-stressed sugar beet cultivars. J. 
Soil Sci. Plant Nutr., 21(2): 1421–36.

3.	 Abdel-Lateef, A. 2018. Effect of Organic Manure and 
Potassium Fertilizer on Productivity and Quality of 
Fodder Beet (Beta vulgaris. L.) at South West Suez Canal. J. 
Plant Prod., 9(2): 181–188.

4.	 Abou-Hussein, S.D., El-Shoragy, T. and Abou-hadid, A.F. 
2003. Effect of cattle and chicken manure with or without 
mineral fertilizers on tuber quality and yield of potato 
crop. Acta Hortic., 608: 95–100.

5.	 Amin, G.A., Badr, E.A. and Afifi, M.H.M. 2013. Root yield 
and quality of sugar beet (Beta vulgaris L.) in response to 
biofertilizer and foliar application with micronutrients. 

World Appl. Sci. J., 27(11): 1385–1389.
6.	 Armin, M. and Asgharipour, M. 2012. Effect of time and 

concentration of boron foliar application on yield and 
quality of sugar beet. Am.-Eurasian J. Agric. Environ. Sci., 
12(4): 444–448.

7.	 Asadi, M. 2006. Beet-sugar handbook. John Wiley and 
Sons.

8.	 Azizi, T., Ullah, S., Sattar, A., Nasim, M., Farooq, M., 
and Mujtabakhan, M. 2010. Nutrient availability and 
maize (Zea mays L.) growth in soil amended with organic 
manure. J. Agric. Biol., 12: 621–624.

9.	 Bybordi, A. and Mamedov, G. 2010. Evaluation of 
Application Methods Efficiency of Zink and Iron for 
Canola (Brassica napus L.). Not. Sci. Biol., 2(1): 21–30.

10.	 Clarke, J.M., Richards, R.A. and Condon, A.G. 1991. 
Effect of drought stress on residual transpiration and 
its relationship with water use of wheat. J. Plant Sci., 71: 
695–702.

11.	 Dlamini, V.C., Nxumalo, K.A., Masarirambi, M.T., 
Wahome, P.K., Oseni, T.O. and Zwane, M.G. 2020. Effects 
of Cattle Manure on the Growth, Yield, Quality and Shelf-
Life of Beetroot (Beta vulgaris L. cv. Detroit Dark Red). J. 
Exp. Agric. Int., 42(1): 93–104.

12.	 Dutton, J. and Bowler, G. 1984. Money is still being wasted 
on nitrogen fertilizer. British Sugar Beet Rev., 2: 75–77.

13.	 Faridvand, S., Rezaei-Chiyaneh, E., Battaglia, M, Gitari, 
H., Raza, M.A. and Siddique K.H.M. 2021. Application 
of bio and chemical fertilizers improves yield, and 
essential oil quantity and quality of Moldavian balm 
(Dracocephalum moldavica L.) intercropped with mung 
bean (Vigna radiata L.). Food and Energy Secur. https://doi.
org/10.1002/fes3.319.

14.	 Flavy, A. and Vukou, K. 1977. Physics and Chemistry of 
Sugar Beet in Sugar Manufacture. Elsiviere Science Ltd. 
Co. Hungry, pp. 596.

15.	 Gharib, H.S. and El-Henawy, A.S. 2011. Response of sugar 
beet (Beta vulgaris, L) to irrigation regime, nitrogen rate 
and micronutrients application. Alex. Sci. Exch. J., 32: 
140–156.

16.	 Habib, A. 2021. Response of Some Sugar Beet (Beta vulgaris 
L.) Cultivars to Organic Manure and Mineral Fertilizers 
under Sandy Calcareous Soil Condition at South Sinai-
Egypt. Alex. Sci. Exch. J., 42: 191–207.

17.	 Hassanpouraghdam, M.B., Mehrabani, L.V. and 
Tzortzakis, N. 2020. Foliar application of nano-zinc 
and iron affects physiological attributes of Rosmarinus 
officinalis and quietens NaCl salinity depression. J. Soil 
Sci. Plant Nutr., 20(2): 335–345.

18.	 Hefny, Y.A. and Said, A.A. 2021. Effect of Nano-
micronutrients Fertilization on Yield and Quality of 
Some Sugar Beet Varieties under Early and Late Sowing 
Dates. Egypt J. Agron., 43(1): 55–68.

19.	 Jabeen, A., Narayan, S., Hussain, K., Mir, S.A. and Khan, 
F.A. 2018. Effect of Organic Manures and Biofertilizers on 
Quality of Spinach Beet (Beta vulgaris var. bengalensis). 
Int. J. Curr. Microbiol. Appl. Sci., 7(9): 1312–1317.



Heydarzadeh et al.

112Print ISSN : 2347-9655 Online ISSN : 2454-9541

ASSOCIATION FOR AGRICULTURE
ENVIRONMENT AND BIOTECHNOLOGY

A A

E B

20.	 Lehrsch, G.A., Brown, B., Lentz, R.D., Johnson Mayard, 
J.L. and Leytem, B. 2014. Sugarbeet yield and quality 
when substituting compost or manure for conventional 
nitrogen fertilizer. Agron. J., 107: 221–231.

21.	 Maharjan, B. and Hergert, G.W. 2019. Composted 
cattle manure as a nitrogen source for sugar beet 
production. Agron. J., 111(2): 917–923.

22.	 Maitra, S. and Gitari, H. 2020. Scope for adoption of 
intercropping system in Organic Agriculture. Indian J. 
Nat. Sci., 11(63): 28624–28631.

23.	 Mamyandi, M.M., Pirzad, A. and Zardoshti, M.R. 2012. 
Effect of Nano-iron spraying at varying growth stage of 
sugar beet (Beta vulgaris L.) on the size of different plant 
parts. J. Agric. Crop Sci., l4(12): 740–745.

24.	 Mekdad, A.A.A. and El-Sherif, A.M.A. 2016. Performance 
of two sugar beet varieties under fertilization with 
potassium and foliar spraying with micronutrients. Egypt 
J. Agron., 38(2): 189–207.

25.	 Mekdad, A.A.A. and Rady, M.M. 2016. Response of 
Beta vulgaris L. to nitrogen and micronutrients in dry 
environment. Plant Soil Environ., 62(1): 23–29.

26.	 Mekdad, A.A.A. and Shaaban, A. 2020. Integrative 
applications of nitrogen, zinc, and boron to nutrients-
deficient soil improves sugar beet productivity and 
technological sugar contents under semi-arid conditions. J. 
Plant Nutr., 43(13): 1935–1950.

27.	 Mekki, B.B. 2014. Root yield and quality of sugar beet (Beta 
vulgaris L.) in response to foliar application with urea, 
zinc and manganese in newly reclaimed sandy soil. Am. 
-Eurasian J. Agric. Environ. Sci., 14: 800–806.

28.	 Mugo, N.J., Karanja, N.N., Gachene, C.K., Dittert, K., 
Gitari, H.I. and Schulte-Geldermann, E. 2021. Response 
of potato crop to selected nutrients in Central and Eastern 
highlands of Kenya. Cogent Food Agric., 7: 1898762.

29.	 Nadeeka, P.W. and Seran, T.H. 2020. The effects of goat 
manure and sugarcane molasses on the growth and yield 
of beetroot (Beta vulgaris L.). J. Agric. Sci., 65(4): 321–335.

30.	 Nasar, J., Khan, W., Khan, M.Z., Gitari, H.I., Gbolayori, 
J.F., Moussa, A.A., Mandozai, A., Rizwan, N., Anwari, 
G. and Maroof, S.M. 2021. Photosynthetic activities 
and photosynthetic nitrogen use efficiency of maize 
crop under different planting patterns and nitrogen 
fertilization. J. Soil Sci. Plant Nutr.

31.	 Nyawade, S., Gitari, H. I., Karanja, N. N., Gachene, C. K. 
K., Schulte-Geldermann, E., Sharma, K. and Parker, M. 
2020a. Enhancing climate resilience of rain-fed potato 
through legume intercropping and silicon application. 
Front Sustain. Food Sys., 4: 566345.

32.	 Rahimi, A., Moghaddam, S.S., Ghiyasi, M., Heydarzadeh, 
S., Ghazizadeh, K. and Popović-Djordjević, J. 2019. The 
influence of chemical, organic and biological fertilizers 
on agrobiological and antioxidant properties of Syrian 
Cephalaria (Cephalaria syriaca L.). Agric., 9(6): 122.

33.	 Rahimi, A., Mohammadi, M.M., Moghadam, S.S., 
Heydarzadeh, S. and Gitari, H. 2021. Effects of stress 
modifier biostimulants on vegetative growth, nutrients 
and antioxidants contents of garden thyme (Thymus 
vulgaris L.) under water stress. J. Plant Growth Regul.

34.	 Reinefeld, E., Emmerich, A., Baumarten, G., Winner, C. 
and Beiss, U. 1974. Zur voraussage des melasse zuckers 
aus Rubenanalysen. Zucker., 27: 2–15.

35.	 Seleiman, M.F., Aslam, M.T., Alhammad, B.A., Hassan, 
M.U., Maqbool, R., Chattha, M.U., Khan, I., Gitari, H.I, 
Uslu, O.S., Roy, R. and Battaglia, M.L. 2021. Salinity 
Stress in Wheat: Effects, Mechanisms and Management 
Strategies. Phyton-Int. J. Exp. Bot.

36.	 Shiemshi, D. 2007. Leaf chlorosis and stomatal aperture. 
New Phytol., 166: 455-461.

37.	 Tarkalson, D.D., Bjorneberg, D.L. and Lentz, R.D. 2018. 
Effects of manure history and nitrogen fertilizer rate on 
sugar beet production in the northwest US. Crop Forage 
Turfgrass Manag., 4(1): 1–12.

38.	 Zengin, M., Gökmen, F., Yazici, M.A. and Gezgin, S. 2009. 
Effects of potassium, magnesium, and sulphur containing 
fertilizers on yield and quality of sugar beets (Beta vulgaris 
L.). Turk J. Agric. Forest., 33(5): 495–502.

39.	 Zewail, R.M.Y., El-Gmal, I.S., Khaitov, B. and El-Desouky, 
H.S. 2020. Micronutrients through foliar application 
enhance growth, yield and quality of sugar beet (Beta 
vulgaris L.). J. Plant Nutr., 43(15): 2275–2285.


